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Daemen Students Conduct Unique
Scientific Research
By M ichelle L. Sm ith
Located on the third floor of Duns
Scotus, the Natural and Health
Sciences Research Center laboratory has
been on cam pus for three years.
During this tim e, students and faculty
have been conducting groundbreaking
research tha t is attracting local and
national attention.
Currently, there are two studies being
conducted in the lab: wound
healing research and tem porom andibular
join t (TMJ) research. Both projects exam 
ine correlations between protein density
in the affected areas and patient treat
ment. No previous research has looked at
this particular combination of information.
Dr. Laura Edsberg, director of the
research center, worked on these
projects at Sisters Hospital. When she
cam e to Daemen, she brought her
research with her. "[Daemen has not
been] known as a research institution,

[but] we've always had a great science
program," said Edsberg. The addition of
research to the science program creates
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Untitled work by Prof. Dennis Barraclough,
acrylic on canvas.See page 4 for story.
(photo by Laura Beth Witt)
unique opportunities for students.
"Undergraduate students are typically
not involved in research,"
Edsberg said. "Here, they have hands-on
experience with m ajor parts of the project.

This builds interest in research and allows
students to find out what they are inter
ested in."
Kerri Hallene, a senior Biology m ajor
with a Chem istry minor, has
been working on the TMJ project. She said
the research program has a
positive effect on students.
"You learn techniques, how to work with
other people, and you get ideas about
things you want to [research]," Hallene
said.
Dr. Edsberg also mentioned the im por
tance of working with others.
"The model for collaborative research is a
necessity in today's medicine.
Here [at Daemen], collaboration is im pos
sible to avoid because of the
sm allness [of the college]." Students and
faculty w ork together with
surgeons in the community. Edsberg said
larger institutions are starting to take
notice of this model.

(Continued on Page 5)

Were You There?
By M arcie Peterson
Residence hall policies and sanctions,
Internet access and speed,
exercise and aerobics classes, food ser
vices, safe sex resources, and security
response time.
What do these things
have in com m on? They are the issues that
w ere
discussed
at
the
S tudent
Association's first Daemen College Town
Meeting held on Novem ber 5th.
Approxim ately one hundred people
attended, including students (m ostly res
idents), President Anism an, the presi
dent's cabinet, and a num ber of adm inis
trators representing various areas of the
College.
A big issue was the response tim e and

availability of security guards. "The Vice
President o f Business A ffa irs [Francis
Balcerzak]," says Maria Dillard, Dean of
Student Affairs, "has been taking this issue
very seriously." Balcerzak m eets with the
owner of the security com pany whenever
concerns arise from students and adm inis
tration, and quite a few changes have
already been made. For exam ple, there
are many new guards on campus.
Another issue that concerned many stu 
dents was the quality and variety of food
provided through food service. According
to the Food Service Com m ittee report by
Amanda Bishop, there are m any changes
to come. These in clu d e, new recipes for
current food items, new item s on the
menu, and some old item s removed from

the menu.
An "action station" in the
dining room will be added to offer pre
pared-to-order ethnic dishes. Hallm ark's
President,
E xecutive Chef, Regional
Manager, and VP of Operations attended
the meeting; they took the students' con
cerns seriously. Dean Dillard comm ented,
"I have seen a change not only in quality
and presentation, but also in [Hallm ark's]
attitude towards meeting our needs."
A big concern among young adults was
also brought up at the meeting: safe sex
resources.
The
Health
S e rv ice s
Administrator, Susan Girard, is scheduling
safe sex sem inars to be presented by rep
resentatives of the Erie County Health
Department. Hopefully two programs on

(Continued on Page 3)

Provisional Recognition Granted
By Joelle Sch elh au s
Daemen College now has two fraterni
ties.
Maria Dillard, Dean o f Student Affairs,
recognized Omega Epsilon Zeta as an oncam pus fraternity on a provisional basis.
Omega Epsilon Zeta has the rem ainder of
the 2001-2002 school year to gain full
recognition.
With provisional recognition, O m orp
Epsilon Zeta can take part in all college.
However, full recognition and mention in
official college publications are dependant
upon the group's im pact on campus.
Dillard's decision to give Omega Epsilon
Zeta provisional status was based largely
on the group's stated intentions of
increasing cam pus, especially freshman,

involvement. If they succeed in doing so,
they will gain full recognition.
"What I'm looking for is that they be a
force on cam pus," said Dillard.
The m embers of Omega Epsilon Zeta

" [I was] im pressed with
the way all the students
handled the situation."
-Maria Dillard
plan to take advantage of their recogni
tion. They are in the process of planning
cam pus activities for next semester. Ideas
include a form al and pool tournaments.
One of their main reasons they formed
was to increase the num ber of activities.
They will take the necessary m easures to

achieve full recognition.
"We are delighted to be approved," said
Om ega Epsilon Zeta m em ber Zach
Angelone.
"If you have any questions,
approach any of us."
Dillard's decision ends a long debate
over the group's status on campus. Dillard
m et with many concerned students and
read letters written by student organiza
tions while making her decision.
Both
sides of the debate were considered, and
Hie school's recognition process was fol
lowed.
"The students were all very profession
al," said Dillard. "[I was] im pressed with
the way all the students handled the situ
ation."

(Continued on Page 4)
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Editorials and Opinions
Disclaimer: A ll opinions expressed on this page and the following page belong solely to the individual writer. They do
not reflect the opinions o f the staff or
advisors o f thiswhole._

The Death of Student Activism
By Darcy L. Smith
Daemen students just don't care about
anything outside of their academics. They
are all apathetic. Student activism is dead.
These are all statem ents that describe
what m any m em bers of the cam pus com 
m unity have felt in the past few years. I
have even said som e of these things myself.
Do I still believe it? Yes, to a certain
extent, I do. However, because I am in close
contact with many of the students who both
care about this cam pus and try to get
involved in its operation, I am starting to
understand why this apathy has developed
into what I see as a severe problem. My
im pression is that we, the cam pus activists,
feel that often our voices fall on deaf ears.
Recently the Student Association was
notified by a concerned student that there
was a proposal floating around am ongst the
adm inistration and faculty concerning next
year's academ ic calendar. This plan, an ini
tiative from Dean Edwin Clausen, Dean of
Academ ic Affairs, would schedule the start
of the fall sem ester AFTER Labor Day week
end. Though this will not create a problem
next year
(Labor Day is early and we
would still be done by Decem ber 20 with all
of our fall sem ester breaks as they are
now), in future years, as Labor Day week
end gets later in September,
it could quite possibly require us to be ta k 
ing finals right up until Decem ber 22 or 23.
If travel arrangem ents are d ifficu lt to
arrange, or weather conditions bad, that
could require some of us to stay at Daemen
until Christm as eve or Christm as day. Or, if

they don’t keep us here later in the sem es
ter, we would lose vacation days from our
Colum bus day and Thanksgiving breaks.
Does anyone have a problem with this?
The students and the Student Association
did.
When, acting in my role as Student
Association President) I brought the con
cerns of the students to Dean Clausen, the
results were not favorable. We debated
(read argued) extensively. Anyone who
knows me understands that I have never
disliked arguing. In fact, I rather enjoy it.
However, the argum ents presented by Dean
Clausen made me quite
upset (read infuriated).
Dean Clausen cited retention as his m ajor
reason for wanting to change the schedule.
He argued that "the num bers" indicate that
a large num ber of freshmen go home for
Labor Day weekend and never return to
Daemen. I have never seen these numbers.
However, I am an RA in Canavan Hall, the
freshman experience residence hall, and
none of my residents left over Labor Day
break only to not come back. In fact, no
freshm an that I know of left for the break
and did not return. My understanding is that
these num bers in question are more related
to national statistics. From what I hear from
the Office of Residence Life, they are not <>o
true of Daemen. We may lose two or three
students each labor day break. From what
I saw in Canavan, we lost alm ost that many
in the first few days of school; the days
BEFORE the Labor Day break.
However, the m ajor problem I had with
Dean C lausen's argum ent was that it

I Need To Eat: Another Run-in
With Student Accounts
By D erek Bigelow
I am absolutely starving. So I put down
my pen, grab my coat and head to the cafe
teria. I make my way up the stairs as usual
and hand my ID card to the lady sitting at
the desk. She swipes it through as normal.
But today, it beeps. Not just any beep, the
scary beep. The beep that lets me know
som ething is wrong.
"Oh, let me run that through again." She
says.
Beep (the scary one). Now I start sweat
ing.
Why is this happening to me?
I
thought my account was all taken care of, at
least that's what I was told by Student
Accounts.
"W hat's wrong?" I ask her.
"You are going to have to see Student
Accounts, you m ust have an unsettled bill."
"But it's 5:30!" I exclaim ed. "How am I
supposed to eat now?"
"You were supposed to get a meal ticket
from them."
"But I just found out!"
"You"ll ju st have to get it settled with
them tomorrow," she said.
"But I'm hungry now, not tomorrow!"
She proceeded to look through a roster
of names sprawled out in front of h^r, and
she found my name
"Oh, you're an RA? Go ahead."
Yes, I thought to myself, I am an RA.

The next day, I planned on figuring out
just what made the little m achine beep.
I dread walking down the first floor of
Duns Scotus. It is the most intimidating
place I have ever been. I would feel more
com fortable sw im m ing in a pool with
sharks, and I HATE sharks. I know these
people are not about to tell me they have
overcharged me, and would like to apolo
gize by handing me a refund for $200. It is
the exact opposite. They want my money,
I know it. Didn't I already give them all the
money I had?
Isn't what I gave them
enough?
"NEXT!" yelled an available secretary.
I proceeded forward, knowing all too well
the consequence of my doing so; however,
I knew it was som ething I had to do.
"Yes?"
"There's som ething wrong with my
account! I need to eat!"
"W hat's your Social Security Number?"
She asked.
I gave it to her, and as she proceeded to
look up my File so conveniently located in
one of the many piles lying on top of a large
file cabinet, I could not help but ponder
what the problem with my account could
be. Is it som ething with my TAP? What
about my Stafford Loan? Only tim e will tell.
"Your SEOG was removed," she said

seemed to esteem retention over the senti
ments of the current student body. Dean
Clausen said that he believed that we want
to start before Labor Day because it is habit.
Are Daemen students thought to be so intel
lectually challenged that they cannot think
beyond their habits? I have heard some
students argue that the college is only con
sidering changing the start date because
they enjoy change for the sake of change.
Has change become the habit that the col
lege cannot think beyond?
Along that same argum ent, Dean Clausen
stated that he believed new students would
adjust well to the change and it would
become habit for them. He told me that I
was not seeing the big picture. I was not
thinking in the best interest o f the college as
a whole. This argum ent angers me. W hat is
this college if not for the students? To para
phrase what Dr. Joseph Sankoh once said,
the college exists for the students. Without
the students, there would be no Daemen. If
that is true, why are the students and our
happiness not placed in higher regard than
a retention rate?
Having discussed this issue with a num 
ber of student leaders, I am finding that
they are becoming frustrated with the way

(C ontinued on Page 3)
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Mem ento: A Puzzle of a M ovie
Running Time: 113 minutes
Rated R
Starring: Guy Pearce, Carrie-Anne Moss,
Joe Pantoliano
Written and Directed by Christopher Nolan
Columbia Tristar Home Entertainment,
2001

By Nina Zehr
One night at the video store where I
work, a man came in and threw a DVD on
the counter, snapping at me "This stupid
thing w on't play right. It keeps skipping
from scene to scene so it doesn't make any
sense. I want my money back!"
Flustered by his anger, I obediently gave
him a refund and watched, relieved, as he
left the store. At least until I realized that
the movie he had rented was "Memento",
written and directed by Christopher Nolan.
It's a story about a man, Leonard Shelby,
who, due to a head injury, doesn't have the
ability to make new m em ories and is trying
to find the attacker who caused his injury

and murdered his wife. He can't rem em ber
anything that happens to him after his acci
dent, so he writes him self notes, tattoos
facts on his body, and is perpetually forget
ting where he is and what he's doing.
Folks, the DVD that caused my custom er
so much frustration was not defective.
Skipping back and forth between scenes is
the brilliant way that the plot unfolds.
"M em ento" opens by showing the true
ending of the story, then explains that end
ing by shuffling through a series of flash
backs that overlap and repeat them selves.
This gives the view er a sense of how
Leonard feels everyday: "W here the hell are
we now?" This style of storytelling effective
ly com m unicates the fru stratio n s of
Leonard's condition and so requires more
mental exercise than usual. However, Nolan
integrates several clever details that serve
as clues to where we are in the plot. A scar
on Leonard's face appears and disappears,
tattoos are added or absent, and certain
flashbacks are shown in black and white.
Paying attention to these particulars helps
ease much confusion at the end of the film.

The Death of Student Activism
(C ontinued from Page 2)
In conclusion, student activism may be
the college responds to student activism .
dead. If it is, the college m ight have helped
Many find that the opinions of the students
deal the fatal blow.
are only solicited or accepted if the students
agree with the
This article was written with consultation
adm inistration. We often find ourselves ask
from: Matt Hitchcock (President of Phi Beta
ing why we bother to invest so much tim e
Gamma),
Stephanie
and energy into this
Williams
(VP
of
process. We have all had
tim es, like now, when we If Daemen wants to look Governing - Student
Association, founder of
th in k'w e should just stop
at retention, maybe they the
NEW
MCA),
trying to affect change.
Ismaily
If Daemen wants to should consider making Shehzadali
(President o f Resident
look at retention, maybe
the school m ore student Council,
Sophomore
they should consider m ak
friendly.
Class
President),
ing the school more stu
Amanda
Bishop
(Senior
dent friendly. If Daemen
Class President, VP of
can't keep those students
Resident Council, RA), Patrick Griffin
who try to affect change because they love
(Freshman Class President), Michael Patane
the institution
(VP of Collegiate Affairs - Student
from becoming frustrated, bitter and apa
Association), Derek Bigelow (Treasurer thetic, how do they expect to keep those
Student Assocation, RA), Karen Moronski
who are less inclined towards activism ? or
(Secretary - Student Association, Aftermath
those who need to be convinced to love the
President) and Brandon Coburn (Phi Beta
school? How do they expect to make strong,
Gamma).
active alum ni?

Were You There?
(C ontinued From Page 1)
related topics will be given per semester;
the first is scheduled for January 23rd.
Also, the issue of condom s being avail
able on cam pus has been addressed with
the Bookstore. They should be available for
sale in the Spring Sem ester and may be
available in the Health Services Office.
Regarding internet access and speed,
Daemen has purchased an additional T1
line, which will be dedicated to student use.
Residence life concerns were also raised.
Dan Schiesser, the new D irector of
Residence Life, is developing a new docu
m ent to restate the resident policies in detail
and explain sanctions. Dan hopes to have
the inform ation ready in January 2002.
An idea was brought up about offering

exercise and aerobics classes on campus.
Chris Malik, the Student Activities Director,
is
now looking for trained instructors for Tae
Bo and aerobics. He has found an instruc
tor for a Pilates class. A Pilates class took
place on Decem ber third.
A lot has been accom plished dealing with
the concerns of the students in connection
with this meeting. A meeting will be held
next sem ester for issues that need further
attention or for new concerns.
This type of meeting was done about
eight years ago and will hopefully continue
to be held each sem ester to keep the lines
of com m unication wide open between the
students and the faculty and staff.

Besides the surprising plot twists, one
thing that makes this movie so m emorable
is Leonard's grief for his wife. Only tim e can
dull the pain of losing som eone we love, and
as Leonard points out, "I lie here not
knowing how long I've been alone, so how
can I heal? How am I supposed to heal if I
can't feel tim e?" He em bodies that shattered
m ourner that all of us fear becoming,
because he is incapable of getting over his
wife. This makes his quest for revenge all
the more important, both for him and for the
viewer.
I highly recommend this shocking who
dunit to anyone who is tired of frothy
rom antic crap and "suspense" thrillers that
reveal the "surprise" endings in their pre
views. There's even a nice glim pse of Guy
Pearce's butt, for anyone who's interested.
Not only is this movie like nothing you've
ever seen before, it's unlikely that you will
see anything like it again. The only down
side to running out and renting it this
minute is that after seeing the m ind-blowing
conclusion, you'll be forced to hit rewind and
start over.

The Daem en
D ictionary
Class (noun) - 1) W here stu 
dents are supposed to im prove
th e ir know ledge of a particular
subject. 2) Som ething to be
skipped as often as possible.
3) The source of all pain and
m isery for students.
College (noun) - A period of
four to six years in which par
ticipants (see also: students)
are forced to com plete hom e
work, take tests, stress th e m 
selves out and PAY FOR IT. (see
also: M asochism )
Optional Final (noun) - 1) An
event which absolutely no stu 
dent will attend. 2) Som ething
to be skipped in favor of going
home.
Senior (noun) - Those who are
in th eir last year of studies at
Daemen. This class of hum ani
ty often suffers from su p eriori
ty com plexes and laziness.
SpringFest (noun) - A celebra
tion of the end of winter, (see
also: In to xicatio n )
Stud y (v e rb ) - The action
undertaken by students to p re
pare for quizzes and exam s.
This is often done at the last
possible hour and for th e s h o rtest possible length of tim e.
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Provisional
Recognition
Granted

FACULTY PROFILE SERIES:
Dennis Barraclough: Excellent Artist,
Excellent Professor

(C ontinued from Page 1)
The Student Association (SA) and
Student Activities Director, Chris Malik both
agreed to recommend the recognition of
Omega Epsilon Zeta to Dillard. They felt the
new group would be a welcom e addition to
the cam pus community.
Both Malik and SA took into consider
ation the feelings of the student body, as
well as the concerns of the other Greek
groups on campus.
Consisting of representatives from all
Greek groups at Daemen, the Inter-Greek
Association (IGA) met with m embers of
Omega Epsilon Zeta. After meeting with
Omega Epsilon Zeta, a m ajority of IGA's
Executive board believed the group should
not become a recognized Greek organization
at this time.
Brandon Coburn, form er IGA President,
said that the organization was not opposed
to Omega Epsilon Zeta becoming Greek.
Instead, Coburn said that IGA felt that the
m embers of Omega Epsilon Zeta should
spend more tim e learning about the Greek
system before earning their letters.
Since Dillard's decision, IGA has written a
letter welcoming Omega Epsilon Zeta to the
Greek comm unity at Daemen.
However,
"IGA does plan on m entoring and teaching
them who a Greek is over the next sem es
ter," said Coburn.
At the end of next semester, Dillard will
review Omega Epsilon Zeta's activities and
decide whether or not to grant them full
'recognition.

By Jen n ifer Swan
One of the most talented and respected
art professors at Daem en is Professor
Dennis Barraclough. Barraclough has been
teaching at Daem en/Rosary Hill since 1972.
Barraclough has been interested in art
throughout his life, but he did not always
consider it as a career option. After gradu
ating from high school, Barraclough worked
in a factory for several months. Then he
decided to attend college and pursue his
love for art. Because he is from Western
New York, Barraclough chose to go to the
University of Buffalo for his undergraduate
work so that he would be close to his fam i
ly and friends. Barraclough earned his grad
uate degree from the U niversity of
Michigan.
Barraclough is m ainly an abstract artist.
He typically does abstract paintings and is
concerned with color. Barraclough said that
he "wants individuals of all ages to react to
color in a positive way."
It usually takes Barraclough 3-6 months
to com plete a set of paintings, and he usu
ally works on 3-4 paintings at one time. He
spent the last six months working on the
paintings that are on display in the Daemen
art gallery. Barraclough said, "Ideas are
always in your mind." He also stated that
"art is personal and very difficult to do."
Barraclough has had his art work dis
played at numerous shows in the United
States, including the Albright-Knox, and in
Canada.
Barracfough's paintings have been exhib

ited in the art gallery since Novem ber 16th
and will rem ain there through the 9th of
December.
In addition to being an excellent painter,
B arraclough is an e x ce lle n t professor.
Jennifer Sm ith, sophom ore Art Education
major, said that Barrclough keeps class
interesting.
"He's not like other teachers," Sm ith said.
He cares about every student and keeps
class interesting."

Art Professor Dennis Barraclough whose
exhibit is currently in the Fanette
Goldm an/Carolyn Greenfield gallery.
Photo by Laura Beth Witt

Join the staff of your student newspaper!
The Ascent is in need of
writers, photographers,
& your ideas
You may even receive 1 credit per semester, though not exceeding 3
credits total, for regular contribution
to the Ascent.
For more information, please
e-mail ascent@daemen.edu
The symbol of Daemen’s new Fraternity,
Omega Epsilon Zeta.
(Designed by Asad Akbar)_________
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Daemen College Radio Station
By Shehzadali Ism aily
S u rvey by Jam es M iddleton
A cam pus radio station is exactly what
this cam pus needs. A radio station would
im prove cam pus com m unication greatly
and, in the long run, may raise school spirit
and participation. The m ajority of students
believe that a cam pus radio station would be
a great asset to this campus. In a recent
su rve y conducted by Jam es M iddleton,
92.5% of the students surveyed said that
they believe that a radio station would be a
great idea. This kind of positive support is
not only representative of the student popu
lation but is also evident among the adm in
istration. The Cam pus C om m unications
Com m ittee (CCC), a comm ittee which was
recently established by the Resident Council,
met with the adm inistrative m embers of the
Quality O f Life Board. This meeting was held
ju st before Thanksgiving break and was
extrem ely productive. The board strongly
believed in this idea and gave their full sup
port to this am bitious project. In fact, they
have made this project one of their top pri
orities.
Starting a Radio Station from scratch is
not easy. There are many aspects of such an
endeavor which m ust be carefully taken into
consideration. Som e of these aspects

include programm ing, staffing,
equipm ent, broadcast scheduleing, adver
tising, and Public Service Announcem ents.
And o f course, let us not forget the biggest
object o f consideration: funding. The cost of
such a project will obviously be
a debated issue.
The biggest concern right now, besides
money, is programm ing. What will this new
radio station broadcast to its listeners?
There are m any ideas in the works at this
moment. Som e of these ideas include the
follow ing:
Music, Talk Show s, Class
Cancellation
announcem ents, Special Events, Sports,
E ducational Speakers, Com edy Hour,
Daemen News Hour, and Greek News. The
m usic portion of the program m ing will
include a wide variety of m usic styles to sat
isfy the diverse m usic tastes of the campus.
The CCC is still working on more program 
ming options. The CCC is also thinking of
forming a partnership with Kiss or The
Edge. This partnership would be of great
interest and benefit to students and to the
college as a whole.
All of the work on the proposed radio sta
tion thus far has been student based. In a
form al proposal subm itted by one Daemen
student, the obvious advantages of a cam 
pus radio station are clea rly stated.
According to this proposal, a radio station

I Need to Eat

Happy Holidays

(C ontinued from Page 2)
politely.
Great! My SEOG. I, of course, hadn't the
slightest clue what my SEOG was, and was
hoping she would tell me.
"It's a federal grant."
"When was it removed?" I asked her.
"About a week ago."
"Why could you not tell me this before?"
"Our system s only update bills twice a
semester, one at the beginning, and one at
the end," she said.
Does anybody else see a problem with
this? Initially, I only owed slightly under
$600. But, after careful exam ination she
found that I owed the school well over $600.
This is m oney I do not have.
Here's the BEST part!
"And if you don't pay your bill by Thursday
(two days), you will be asked to vacate the
prem ises," she said, and in such a lovely
voice.
Let me get this straight. My SEOG was
canceled last week. By chance, I found out
that I even HAD a problem with my bill when
I went to go and eat. Plus, because I ju st
found this out yesterday, I only have one
day to come up with the m oney I need to
stay on cam pus, even though I'm an RA? Is
it ju st me, or is there a problem?
Would it be too much to ask to notify me
if there is a change in my bill, before I go to
eat? The em ployees in Student Accounts
have pens and I'm sure a few post-it notes,
so why can't they put a sm all note in my
m ailbox? I also have an e-m ail address.
Oh, and this crazy new invention they call a
"telephone". I m ust be lucky, I have one of
those too! I have seen m y phone num ber on
their screens before. It's got to be there for
som ething, or else it wouldn't be there.
I feel as though students are not taken as
seriously as they should be. This school is a
private business. Is not the prim ary focus of
a business to please its custom ers, in this
case, students? If they improved the com 
m unication between the stu d en ts and
Student Accounts, I, for one, would be a
much m ore happy customer.

would help in the integration of students
from different m ajors and backgrounds. For
example, English m ajors with specializations
in Com m unications/Public Relations, can
develop im portant career-related skills while
working at a college radio station. Business
students specializing in m arketing can apply
their knowledge to develop prom otional
m aterials for the radio station. Art students
can create logos and graphics to enhance
these materials.
"I think that we should have it" says
Melissa Benitez, A Freshman Design Major.
"It would give students who have bands of
their own a chance to have airtim e."
"I would like to hear about events going
on in the school" says Nicole Stephens, a
Business major. "Being a commuter, I rarely
hear about what activities are going on."
These students are ju st two of many who
want to see a cam pus
radio station become a reality.
If you wish to become involved in this
m omentous project, please contact me at
sism aily@ daem en.edu. You can also become
involved by attending the General Resident
Council m eetings (8pm in Wick, 113-115) or
meet with the CCC. The CCC m eetings will
be announced at General Resident Council
Meetings. Let's all get together and make
Daemen history.

&

Good Luck on Finals
ill

- From the Ascent Staff

Daemen Students
Conduct Research
(C ontinued from page 1)
The wound research exam ines proteins
from the fluid of wounds. The
researchers think they see signs of healing
on this level before healing can be seen
visually. If a correlation exists, doctors
could quickly determ ine the effectiveness of
patient treatm ent.
The TMJ research investigates a disorder
in the jaw area that creates pain and often
causes the jaw to m ake clicking sounds or
even get stuck. The researchers look at pro
teins in fluid, tissue and disks from the jaw
area at various stages in the progression of
the disease. This research seeks to deter
mine if there is a link that would enable
doctors to recom m end particular treat
m ents for patients with certain protein pat
terns.
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things 1, oil on canvas - Septem ber, 2001, by Jonathan Serrano - Class o f 2002.
T h is m onochrom atic study in tonality w as done by a Daem en student.
The artist said he w as w asted when he painted it.
Look fo r this piece or others throughout DS and W ick next sem ester!

Student Association to Host Art Contest
There is going to be art on campus! At
least there will be if the Student Association
gets their way.
SA is working on a proposal that would
sponsor an Art contest. The contest would
be open to students from all disciplines and
would award prizes for winning art work.
Som e discussed prizes have been gift cer
tificates to an art-supply store, tickets to the
Albright-Knox Gallery and/or a cash prize.

SA hopes to display the winning pieces
around cam pus, but prim arily in Wick and
Duns Scotus. Those chosen for display will,
if the Student Association passes this pro
posal, have a plaque with the title of the
piece, name and graduating year of the
artist and the medium in which the piece
was done.
This contest was proposed to create a
new way to promote the arts on campus. It
is intended to give students a new way to

display their work.
The idea for the contest was brought to
Dean Edwin Clausen, Dean of Academ ic
Affairs, and Student Activities Director Chris
Malik. Both gave the project their full sup
port.
Details and deadlines for this contest will
be released by the Student Association early
next semester. For more inform ation, con
tact SA President, D arcy S m ith at
dsm ith@ daem en.edu.

Junior Class to Host 100 Days Party
A new tradition is in the making at
Daemen. This year, the jun ior class, with
initiative from Junior Class President Andrew
Wheeler, will be hosting a 100 Days Party for
the seniors.
This party is intended to celebrate the last
100 days before graduation. It is to be held,
if all goes as planned, on Friday, February
8, 2002. This day is exact!/ 100 days before

comm encement.
The event is tentatively scheduled to be
held in the Wick Social Room. So far, plans
include an open bar, finger foods, music and
dancing. The Student Association is even
considering running a shuttle to transport
the over-21 crowd home after the event.
This event will be open to all juniors and
seniors. There will be a lim it as to how

many people can attend. There will also be
an adm ission fee for the event, but the
amount has not, as of yet, been determ ined.
If you are interested in helping to plan for
this event, please see Ju n io r Class
President, Andrew Wheeler. He can be con
tacted by leaving a note in his m ailbox at
Wick Desk.

Drama Club’s Blue Horses
Proves A Success
Goodfellow, Graf, Hammel and Schelhaus
displayed their acting abilities as each
actor took on m ultiple roles in the im agi
nation sequences, from parts of a bicycle,
to aliens, to m embers of a bizarre fam ily
where the aunt colors horses blue and the
brother speaks with an Italian accent.
Prior to the showing, children (and
adults) in the audience participated in
activities based on events and them es
from the play. They made dream catchers,
cut out paper stars and wrote wishes on
them, and colored in outlines of horses.
The Drama Club also performed Blue
Horses for children in area hospitals and
elem entary schools. They hoped the chil
dren would have fun seeing the play, but
would also be affected by its positive m es
sage of the power of the im agination and
making the im possible possible.
In the spring, the Drama Club will pre
sent the m usical You're a Good Man,
Charlie Brown.

By M ichelle L. Sm ith
This year's fall Drama Club production
was Blue Horses, an im agination play for
children. Daemen students Erin Goodfellow,
Ray Graf, Nancy Ham m el and Joelle
Schelhaus starred in the play.
Blue Horses focuses on four children who
take turns wishing on stars. Each child
makes a wish, then im agines what it would
be like if that wish cam e true. Som e of the
wishes are fun, like wanting to fly into outer
space on a bicycle. Other wishes have a
more serious tone. Goodfellow's character, a
talented violin player who lacks athletic abil
ity, feels lonely and wishes she could play
sports with the other children.
As the children's wishes come true, they
learn lessons about the world and about
themselves. They discover their own hidden
strengths and
talents.
The Drama Club performed the play for
the Daemen com m unity on November 27.

Daemen
Has History
By Shehzadall Ism aily
Many people on cam pus believe that
Daemen isn’t really that interesting and that
not too m any fascin atin g thin g s have
occured on this cam pus since its opening in
1947. Well, that is sim ply is not true,
and I intend to prove it. Daemen is full of
rich history, fun facts and even a few urban
legends.
If you were to pay a visit to Rosary Hall
late at night, when no one is around,
chances are you will run into the floating
nun.
You may be asking yourselves at this
point, what the hell is that all about? There
are stories circulating around that the spirit
of Sister Daemen haunts Rosary Hill. It is an
interesting story, and som e say it is true.
The building of Rosary Hill itself has an
interesting story connected to it. The story
goes that its builder was a bit on the eccen
tric side. He had more then ju st one screw
lose in his head. Another story involves a
nun that fell down the stairs of Duns Scotus.
And yes, you guessed it,
haunt« rh*t
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And what about those two brothers that
went to this college? The story states that
they both hated each other and were very
wealthy. The m ost interesting thing is how
they died. They say that both hung them 
selves m inutes apart from each other in dif
ferent parts of the campus. Was it mere su i
cide or is there more to this story?
Did you also know about the tunnel sys
tem below the school. That’s right. There is
a tunnel system under this cam pus which
connects the various buildings on the cam 
pus.
And then of course, there is Curtis Hall. If
you ever have tim e on your hands, then that
is one building that is worth visiting. It is by
far the strangest com plex on this cam pus. It
alm ost seem s as if it was a creation of Lewis
Carroll’s im agination. Everything is sym 
metrical. There is a fish tank and lounge
areas in weird places on the stairs.
But the prize of Curtis Hall lies in the base
ment. There are books in that basement
which date back as far as the mid 1800’s.
There are issues of Scientific Am erican
which go back to the 1930’s. There are also
other periodicals which date back to 1924.
These are ju st a sampling of Daym en's past.
History and like this can not be ignored
or forgotten. That is why I have taken the
initiative to make a formal presentation
about Daem en's history at the upcoming
Academ ic Festival next semester. As a
H istory and G overn m en t major, I w as
‘ appalled to learn that such history was being
lost. I intend to preserve this history.
Part of this presentation will also focus on
the future of Daemen. Daemen will have a
whole new look in the future. The addition of
the new residence halls was ju st a start.
According to certain sources in m ainte
nance, Daemen cam pus will be getting a
m ajor face lift. Rumor has it that plans exist
to convert the parking lot in front of Duns
Scotus and Wick into a courtyard, adding a
large pool, and the addition of a bigger and
new and better library.
This presentation will be large in its scope
and will hope to deliver a m essage of how
great this cam pus was and will be. Anyone
interested in helping with this project should
contact me at sism aily@ daem en.edu.
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What’s Been Happening
Special Thanks to
Simone Spann,
Darcy Smith and
Laura Witt for the
photographs.

Daem en basketball player M ark Rouse
goes up for a ju m p shot during the
_________hom ecom ing gam e._________

Eyrica and Erica serving V irgin Pina
C oladas at Psi Xi O m icrons Tropical
TGIF.

The beautiful people! S tu den ts w ait
ing for the S hu ttle to the S tarry
___________ N ight Form al.___________

Dorm 46E, and the other old residence
halls like it, are soon to be a thing of
the past.

RA Sarah Zaluski decorating her residence
hall for the holidays.
S tacey and Anna enjoying
them selves at a TGIF.

Daem en resident students bowling as
part of a hall social.________

Daemen students having fun at the Starry
Night Formal.____________

